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Mr Micheel Yestes
7 Marston Avenue
Indooroopilly Qld 4068

Dear Mr Y eates

Thank you for your deputation w0 the Mt Ommaney/Indooreopilly Commumty Cabinet on 243
February 2003 about establishing local road safety trials.

O the 1ssue of wials of Tower speed limits in particular communitics, speed limits on Queensland
rosids must be set in accondance with guidelines conlamed n the Manual of Uniform ‘Treffic Control
Devices (MUTCDY). These podelines have byen developed o ensure that speed limils are consslent
and credible, with the aim of schieving the highest possible levels of voluntary comphance by
motorists, ‘I'he puidelines also recognise that speed hmils must be gef to halanes the needs of all road
users and he people who live and work alongside the rosds. This need lor balance can sometimes
result in speed limits which some molorists consider 1o be 100 low, while some cychsts, pedesrians
and residents consider them o be too high. 1t is widely acoepled by road safety practitioners that if
speed limits are sct umreasonably low, large numbers of matorists will disregard them, and salety for
!l road users will be adversely affected.

Local governments und the Department of Main Roeds have the authorily 1o sel speed lmits on roads
under their control, provided they camply with (he requirements ol the MUTCD,

Within built-up areas, the MUTCD requires that iraffic cerrying roads pencrzlly have a speed limil of
60km/h or higher. Lower speed himits can be applicd to raffic carrying roads under special
eircumstances, such as through husy strip shopping centres, on river or loreshore esplanades or past
hospitals. Local streels will genenally have a speed Limit of 50km'h. A 40kom'h speed limit can be
applicd w0 local streets if the design of the street supports the lower speed, or il traffic calnung
devices have been installed w physicelly restrict vehacle speeds.
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The 50km'h speed limit introduced on local streets in built-up areas m south east Queensland 1o
March 1999 has been highly effective in improving safety, Fatal crashes on local streets have been
reduced by approximarely 18 per cent, with a saving to the community of in excess of 326 million.
The lower speed limit on local streets has improved safety for cyclists and pedestrians as well as
improving amemty for the people who live alongside those strects, On 1 February 2003, the S0km'h
specd Hmit was extended to Tocal streets in all built-up areas m Queensland.

Crueensland Transport bas run a frial of a 300kmh speed limil in scheol 2ones, The government
lowered the schaol zome speed lirmits from 20km'h to 20km'h at 13 sites in the greater Brishane ereq,
and increasing the hours of operation o 7.00am to 5.00pm, Monday ta Friday, during the trial period.

The govermment 15 considering the results of the wial and their impact on the draft Sehoaol
Environment Safety Guidelines which have been developed to provide for salety facilities for
children near schiools.

Om the subject of encouraging sveling, Queenslend Transport released the drafl Queensland Cycle
Strategy far public consullation in February this vear, The strategy has identibied a series ol actions
thal will improve the safety and convenience of cyvelmg. Implementing each action with be the
responsibility of a number of government agencies, industry and bicvele user groups, all of whom
have agreed to play a role m delivering the strategy. While the public consultation phase is now over,
I encourapge you to view the stramegy on the Queensland Trensport eveling website at

www transport.gld.pov.an/oveling, The strategy includes a number of actions where individuals and
community organisations can be involved directly in implementation. Some of these relate to the
issues vou raised with me. For example, ection 4. Le is to conduct, support and dissemimate research
on, end tnals of, mttatives for bevele safety,

Once again, thank vou for your views on these very important road safefy issues.

Minister for Transport
and Minister for Main Roads

Member for Cook
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